《The Sermon Bible Commentary – Nehemiah》(William R. Nicoll)
Editor

Sir William Robertson Nicoll CH (October 10, 1851 - May 4, 1923) was a Scottish Free Church minister, journalist, editor, and man of letters.

Nicoll was born in Lumsden, Aberdeenshire, the son of a Free Church minister. He was educated at Aberdeen Grammar School and graduated MA at the University of Aberdeen in 1870, and studied for the ministry at the Free Church Divinity Hall there until 1874, when he was ordained minister of the Free Church at Dufftown, Banffshire. Three years later he moved to Kelso, and in 1884 became editor of The Expositor for Hodder & Stoughton, a position he held until his death.

In 1885 Nicoll was forced to retire from pastoral ministry after an attack of typhoid had badly damaged his lung. In 1886 he moved south to London, which became the base for the rest of his life. With the support of Hodder and Stoughton he founded the British Weekly, a Nonconformist newspaper, which also gained great influence over opinion in the churches in Scotland.

Nicoll secured many writers of exceptional talent for his paper (including Marcus Dods, J. M. Barrie, Ian Maclaren, Alexander Whyte, Alexander Maclaren, and James Denney), to which he added his own considerable talents as a contributor. He began a highly popular feature, "Correspondence of Claudius Clear", which enabled him to share his interests and his reading with his readers. He was also the founding editor of The Bookman from 1891, and acted as chief literary adviser to the publishing firm of Hodder & Stoughton.

Among his other enterprises were The Expositor's Bible and The Theological Educator. He edited The Expositor's Greek Testament (from 1897), and a series of Contemporary Writers (from 1894), and of Literary Lives (from 1904).

He projected but never wrote a history of The Victorian Era in English Literature, and edited, with T. J. Wise, two volumes of Literary Anecdotes of the Nineteenth Century. He was knighted in 1909, ostensibly for his literrary work, but in reality probably more for his long-term support for the Liberal Party. He was appointed to the Order of the Companions of Honour (CH) in the 1921 Birthday Honours.

01 Chapter 1 
02 Chapter 2 
Verse 4
Nehemiah 2:4
God gives us every day, and all day long, something to choose about, and the reason is because He wants to try us, to see whether we do right, to exercise our minds and see whether we act according to the Bible.

I. The first rule about choosing is not to choose at all if you can help it, but to let God choose for you, because nine times out of ten when boys and girls or men and women choose for themselves they choose badly.

II. If you must choose, if it is your duty to choose, always before you choose lift up a prayer to God to help you and guide you as to what you shall choose. Remember what Nehemiah did. When the king asked him what he wanted, he lifted up a prayer to God that He would not allow him to ask foolishly, but that He would enable him to make a wise choice.

III. When going to choose, always think of other people as well as of yourselves, and try to choose unselfishly.

IV. Whenever you are choosing, choose that which will give you trouble at first, or, to put it in Bible language, choose the Cross.

V. Whenever you choose, choose for your soul. Choose for eternity. Choose the Lord Jesus Christ. After alt, it is not we who choose Christ; it is Christ who chooses us. We do choose Him; but when we see all the secrets revealed in heaven, we shall see that it is as our blessed Lord saith (John 15:16): "Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit."

J. Vaughan, Sermons to Children, 1875, p. 149.



References: Nehemiah 2:4.—Spurgeon, Sermons, vol. xxiii., No. 1390; G. Brooks, Outlines of Sermons, p. 220; Homiletic Quarterly, vol. i., p. 254; Clergyman's Magazine, vol. i., p. 138, and vol. ix., p. 94. Nehemiah 2:12-16.—Ibid., p. 269.



Verse 17
Nehemiah 2:17
Jerusalem for us is the Church. "The wall of Jerusalem is thrown down," the fugitives said to Nehemiah. Is not this the message which many voices bring us today from all quarters of Christendom? Let us see what the example of Nehemiah ought to teach us.

I. The sorrow of Nehemiah is the first thing which strikes us in his history. Jerusalem is desolate; that is sufficient cause for his heart having no rest. Do you understand such sorrow as Nehemiah's? Do you know what it is to groan as he did over the desolation of Jerusalem? The lightness of our sorrows may be measured by the feebleness of our works, for those only can act powerfully upon this world who carry everywhere its misery and its sorrows in their soul. Nehemiah suffers, but in self-humiliation. Jerusalem lies waste through the fault of the elders, who ought to have saved it; and he, a stranger to their unfaithfulness, accuses himself of it. "Lord," says he, "have mercy on us, for we have sinned."

II. But Nehemiah does more than lament. He acts, and to act he knows how to sacrifice all. To the peace which he enjoys he prefers the dangers of a struggle without a truce, to the brilliant future which awaits him the reproach of his people. The spirit of sacrifice—this is the second feature which he gives us as an example; moreover, it is that which always distinguishes those who wish to serve God below. These alone are able and worthy to raise the walls of Jerusalem, who, as Nehemiah, will know how to sacrifice all for God.

III. Notice the greatness of Nehemiah's faith. This greatness must be measured first by the paucity of his resources, and then by the vast obstacles which he encounters. In face of mockers, in face of shrewd men, in face of politicians, listen to his language: "The God of heaven, He will prosper us, but ye have no portion, nor right, nor memorial in Jerusalem." Like Nehemiah, we have beheld the ruins which our epoch has piled up, but their very magnitude fills us with hope. Come, and let us raise again the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach.

E. Bersier, Sermons, 2nd series, p. 1.



I. Consider the fact of declension, decadence, degeneration, from a Divine type. Of this we have two instances: in Israel and in the Church. (1) Under the old dispensation, Israel in the Divine intention signified those in whom a great idea was realised. Proofs that this ideal unity was never lost sight of may be seen (a) in the life of Elijah; (b) in the life of St. Paul. (2) A parallel instance of declension from a Divine type we have in the Church. Decadence—partial and temporary decadence, at all events—seems to be a condition of the Church's existence here below. Earth is strewn with the shattered wrecks of heaven's ideals. It is well. The disappointments of history teach us to look forward and upward.

II. In the restoration wrought by Nehemiah we have (1) a type of all God's true repairers; (2) lessons for all such repairs. Notice (a) the builders worked under arms; (b) they worked under the harmonious co-operation of priesthood and laity, we might almost say, in modern language, of Church and State.

III. Notice, lastly, the triumph. There had been discouragement from without and within. When the Church's builders are up and doing, Sanballat will not be silent. Tobiah's bitter epigram will not be wanting. But after all discouragement, the day of triumph dawns upon these waiting hearts. The strength of the Lord had been their joy; the joy of the Lord became their strength. Is it not even so with the Church? God's people have a mind to work. The Church shall be repaired. One day God's summer light shall strike upon the topmost row. Christ, the Divine Healer, will own the work of restoration by miracles of love at the sheep-gate and the pool of Siloam. The theology of the Incarnation will prove itself by enabling men to understand what is otherwise a tangled mass of contradictions—the character and life of Jesus.

Bishop Alexander, Christian World Pulpit, vol. iv., p. 241.



References: Nehemiah 2:17.—S. Baring-Gould, Village Preaching for a Year, vol. ii., Appendix, No. 11:2:18.—Preacher's Monthly, vol. iv., p. 173; A. Rowland, Christian World Pulpit, vol. xxviii., p. 54; A. J. Griffith, Ibid., vol. xvi., p. 137. 2—Parker, Fountain, June 28th, 1877. Nehemiah 3:8.—Spurgeon, Evening by Evening, p. 235. Nehemiah 3:12.—Homiletic Magazine, vol. xv., p. 346. Nehemiah 3:15.—M. G. Pearse, Sermons to Children, p. 24; Spurgeon, Sermons, vol. xiv., No. 790; Ibid., Evening by Evening, p. 103.

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 28
Nehemiah 3:28
I. The ruins which need repair. Most of us have got so familiarised with the evils that stare us in the face every time we go out upon the pavements, that we have come to think of them as being inseparable from our modern life, like the noise of a carriage wheel from its rotation. The beginning of Nehemiah's work of repair was that sad midnight ride round the ruined walls. So there is a solemn obligation laid on Christian people to acquaint themselves with the awful facts, and then to meditate on them, till sacred, Christlike compassion, pressing against the floodgates of the heart, flings them open, and lets out a stream of helpful pity and saving deeds.

II. The ruin is to be repaired mainly by the old Gospel of Jesus Christ. If you get His love into a man's heart, that will produce new tastes and new inclinations, which will reform, and sweeten, and purify faster than anything else does.

III. This remedy is to be applied by the individual action of Christian men and women on the people nearest them. (1) If you are a Christian man, you have in your possession the thing which will cure the world's woe, and possession involves responsibility. (2) If we have found anything in Jesus Christ which has been peace and rest to ourselves, Christ has thereby called us to this work. (3) The possession of His love gives the commission; ay, and it gives the power. All can preach who can say, "We have found the Christ."

A. Maclaren, A Year's Ministry, 1st series, p. 111.



References: Nehemiah 3:28.—Homiletic Quarterly, vol. iv., p. 547. Nehemiah 3:30.—Homiletic Magazine; vol. xi., p. 17.

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 6
Nehemiah 4:6
We see in this passage:

I. Co-operation. "The people had a mind to work." Success in war is due to two principles. The one is, Divide your enemy; and the other is, Unite yourselves. In proportion as co-operation has been real and vital, in that proportion has it been crowned with success.

II. Cheerfulness. "The people had a mind to work." (1) Some men think that their function is that of critic or censor. (2) Sometimes people have a mind to speak, but not to work. (3) As they worked with purpose, so they worked with cheerfulness.

III. Success. "And all the wall was joined unto the half thereof."

E. Mellor, The Hem of Christ's Garment, p. 192.



References: 4:7-6:1, Nehemiah 6:14.—Homiletic Magazine, vol. xi., p. 342. Nehemiah 4:10.—Spurgeon, Sermons, vol. xx., No. 1156.



Verse 17
Nehemiah 4:17
I. There are pressing difficulties in the believer's way while he is engaged in the prosecution of his work. The Christian life is a scene of perpetual conflict. Heart-corruption is the greatest foe of the Christian. From that he cannot flee. And had he nothing else than this corruption to fear while he strives to rear up the spiritual edifice—i.e., to advance in grace and in godliness—he would yet require to be furnished, as the people were under Nehemiah, with the weapon to defend as well as with the implement to build.

II. When we consider the very dangerous position which the Christian occupies, with a crafty adversary on the one side—viz., Satan—an alluring and sometimes a threatening foe on the other side—viz., the world—and a treacherous heart within, his proper attitude is that which was assumed by the people spoken of in the text, every one of whom, while with one of his hands he wrought in the work, with the other hand held a weapon. (1) The Jews in the text were in the exercise of constant watchfulness. They knew that there was evil meditated against them, but they knew not the moment when the onset might be, and therefore, like wise men, they stood prepared for it. Christian watchfulness is one of the most indispensable and, at the same time, one of the most comprehensive duties to which the disciples of Jesus are called. (2) The Jews were careful to furnish themselves with the means of defence. The Christian has the shield of faith and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. (3) The attitude of the Jews indicates the firmest determination to make progress in their work. Advancement is the watchword of the Christian. Let each one act upon it.

A. D. Davidson, Lectures and Sermons, p. 83.





Verse 18
Nehemiah 4:18, Nehemiah 4:21
The restoration of God's temple by the armed labourers of Nehemiah is a familiar and noble illustration of the restitution of the spiritual temple, "which temple are ye," says St. Paul. Steadfast labour through trouble and hindrance is the method by which at once God's high purposes are accomplished and His servants disciplined and perfected. We can labour with but one hand, as it were; the other is on the hilt of our sword the while.

I. If we are temples of the Holy Ghost at all, as St. Paul assures us lovingly that we already are, we know this, that we are not perfect, well-built, undefiled shrines. Much is lost, but even in our souls there is a remnant left. The foundations of the first building are yet traceable. If the skyward roof is gone, and the tall and shining pillars lie low, we may yet set our feet on the unstirred marbles of the pavement.

II. But this were poor comfort if this were all. Little would it profit to know how glorious the past had been if we believed that its glory had departed never to return. In the time of Nehemiah it was dawning anew. If the Jews were no more a proud, unbroken race, they were a free people, a ransomed and liberated nation. And to us surely the application is very plain. We too have been set free, not without the strong crying and tears of our Saviour and our Prince, not that we may leisurely enjoy His realm, but be active and able lords of our own, and in His spirit and by our labour restore in ourselves that holiness and glory which we have lost.

III. The rebuilding was a very different scene from the first building. Of old, in profound peace, in wealth, in joy, the Temple, and the king's house, and the city walls had risen higher and higher. Now they laboured sore beset, savage, taunting foes about them and among them. It has been, and it is, even so with us; nor can we expect it otherwise. How far off and how fair is the story of the first foundation of this house of ours. How painful do we daily find the process of its rebuilding. Evil men and evil spirits fain would hinder the restoration of our holy city and of the temple that is in our hearts. Therefore there is but one thing for us to do: we must build our walls sword on side.

IV. Lastly, though this our temple be rebuilding at such disadvantage, in a way so different from its first rise, yet the promise is for us good also, as of old, "that the glory of the latter house shall exceed the glory of the former." That shall be more precious which was restored at the price of such trouble and pains than that which was founded in wealth and ease. Man reformed after his fall shall be greater and holier than unfallen man. Redeemed, he shall stand higher than when untempted.

Archbishop Benson, Boy Life: Sundays in Wellington College, p. 259.



Reference: 4—Parker, Fountain, Aug. 2nd, 1877.

05 Chapter 5 

Verse 15
Nehemiah 5:15
I. First let me put the main principle that lies here in these words: nothing will go right unless you dare to be singular. "So did not I." The chief field for the exercise of this resolute non-compliance with common practice is in the region of moral action in the daily conduct of your lives. (1) He who yields is wrecked and ruined. (a) The absolute necessity for this sturdy resistance is plain from the very make of our own natures, (b) It is enforced if we think of the order of things in which we dwell. (c) It is chiefly enforced by the fact that every one of us is thrown more or less closely into contact with people who themselves are living as they should not, and who would fain drag us after them. (2) Remember that not only does easy yielding to such enticements bring all sorts of moral confusion and failure into a man's life, but that such compliance is in itself weak and unworthy. Surely there is nothing that walks the earth more contemptible, as well as more certainly evil, than a man that lets himself be made by whatever force may happen to be strongest near him, and fastening up his helm and unshipping his oars, is content to be blown about by every vagrant wind and rolled in the trough of each curling wave. (3) Another very solemn consideration may be suggested, enforcing the need of this vigorous non-compliance with the temptations around us, from the remembrance of what a poor excuse for wrong-doing they will be found to be at last.

II. You cannot resist the evil around you unless you give yourselves to God. "So did not I, because of the fear of God." God in Christ, trusted in, loved, reverenced, obeyed, imitated—God in Christ alone strengthens a man for this resistance and non-compliance. (1) In Christ we have an all-sufficient pattern. There is a Man whom it is safe and blessed to imitate—the Man Christ Jesus. (2) That fear of God which is all transfused and mingled with the love of Him gives us next an all-powerful motive. (3) The fear of God strengthens us for resistance because it gives us an omnipotent power in ourselves whereby we resist.

As the secret of all negative forbearance from evil, take for your watchword "So did not I, because of the fear of God." As the secret of all positive allegiance to God, let your motto be "The love of Christ constraineth me."

A. Maclaren, Sermons Preached in Manchester, 3rd series, p. 89.



Reference: Nehemiah 5:15.—H. Melvill, Penny Pulpit, No. 1716.



Verse 19
Nehemiah 5:19
If we use this motto of Nehemiah, we must live in the spirit of Nehemiah.

I. We must think on God and God's glory. Let us be interested in Zion, concerned in the decay of Jerusalem, grieved because religion does not make the progress it ought to do. Let us be concerned about the assaults made on Jerusalem, whether by scepticism, or worldliness, or superstition. Let us care for Jerusalem and be zealous for its building up and its defence.

II. Let us be willing to sacrifice ease, and luxury, and pleasure for the toils and sufferings of the people of God. Nehemiah gave up much. He laboured for the benefit of Jerusalem and Zion. Let us follow his example and be practical in our sympathy. Let us be diligent in service, and then we may leave our welfare and our earthly happiness to God's care. "Think upon me, my God, for good."

III. There are two essential things in saying, "my God"—a personal reliance on Him for salvation and a personal consecration to His service. Faith in Christ involves surrendering ourselves to Christ. Are we imitating Him and walking in His way? Let us yield ourselves to Him and avow that the Lord is our God.

Newman Hall, Penny Pulpit, No. 711.

Reference: 5—Parker, Fountain, Sept. 27th, 1877.

06 Chapter 6 

Verse 3-4
Nehemiah 6:3-4
Nehemiah's work was not the building of the altar, not the completing of the Temple; his work was the building up of the walls of Jerusalem, building up the wall round about and setting up the gates again.

I. Notice the solitude of Nehemiah. It was in the absence of sympathy that he was first stirred. He had the burden of solitude, not only when he was away in Shushan, but also when he came to Jerusalem. If you would take part in the reformation, the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem, bring it home to yourselves—this solitude of Nehemiah.

II. The sadness of Nehemiah shows that he had the true fire within him of the love of the Church of God. It was enough to take from him all the pleasure of the music and the court; it was nothing to him that he was cup-bearer in the royal presence, that he was highly spoken of. All this was nothing to him, because the walls of Jerusalem, the city of his God, were fallen down.

III. When he did set about the work of God, he made known what was in his heart to others. He worked with others. Though he bore the burden of solitude, he did not carry out his work in any selfish spirit, but he worked with others.

IV. It is mentioned especially of one man that he repaired over against his own house. Just where a man saw the wall wanted repairing nearest to him, there he set to work to build. And so by faithful perseverance the wall was built. And when it was finished the heathen and those that had opposed the building were very downcast in their souls, for they perceived that the wall was wrought of God. They saw that their opposition had been baffled, and that the work was done for the glory of God.

Bishop King, Two Sermons at Oxford, 1872.

References: Nehemiah 6:6.—G. T. Coster, Christian World Pulpit, vol. xxi., p. 341. Nehemiah 6:9.—G. Brooks, Outlines of Sermons, p. 233. Nehemiah 6:11.—Ibid., p. 284; S. Cox, Expositions, 1st series, p. 68. Nehemiah 6:15.—A. J. Griffith, Christian World Pulpit, vol. xvi., p. 158. 6—Parker, Fountain, Oct. 11th, 1877. Nehemiah 7:2.—G. Brooks, Outlines of Sermons, p. 420. Nehemiah 8:4, Nehemiah 8:8.—W. G. Horder, Christian World Pulpit, vol. xix., p. 21. Nehemiah 8:6.—Sermons for Boys and Girls, 2nd series, p. 218. Nehemiah 8:8.—R. Glover, Christian World Pulpit, vol. xx., p. 9.

07 Chapter 7 

08 Chapter 8 

Verse 10
Nehemiah 8:10
I. The text teaches that there is a time to be cast down with godly sorrow and there is a time to be uplifted with holy joy; and the second of these is always the fruit of the first. No heart was really ever moved with godly sorrow that did not, in God's good time, come to holy joy, and no heart ever came to holy joy that had not first been moved to godly sorrow.

II. Consider how we may get this joy of the Lord for ourselves, and what good it would do for us if we got it. (1) Its coming may be hastened in our hearts by looking more to Jesus and less to ourselves. (2) You may deepen this joy or hasten its coming by more thanksgiving in your approaches to the throne of grace. No believer is strong for God who has not learnt to rejoice in God.

III. The joy of the Lord is our strength when following after holiness. It is the want of this which makes many of us so slow in our progress in spiritual things. Let us ask God for more joy—joy to give us strength to do and to suffer for Him, strength to follow after and be made like Him, strength to trust Him at all times and look to Him in all circumstances, as Nehemiah did.

Bishop Maclagan, Penny Pulpit, No. 597.

I. Joy in the Lord is the natural result of Christian faith. There is a natural adaptation or provision in the Gospel, both in what it brings to us and in what it takes away from us, to make a calm, and settled, and deep gladness the prevalent temper of the Christian heart. I am not forgetting that, on the other side, it is equally true that the Christian faith has as marked and almost as strong an adaptation to produce a solemn sorrow—solemn, manly, noble, and strong. These two things are not contradictory; these two states of mind, both of them the natural operations of any deep faith, of any deep religious feeling, may coexist and blend into one another, so as that the gladness is sobered, and chastened, and made manly and noble, and that the sorrow is like some thunder-cloud, all streaked with bars of sunshine, that go into its deepest depths. The joy lives in the midst of sorrow; the sorrow springs from the same root as the gladness. And yet the sorrow is surface and the joy is central; yet the sorrow springs from circumstance, and the gladness from the essence of the thing; and therefore the sorrow is transitory and the gladness is perennial.

II. The "joy of the Lord" (rejoicing in God, that is to say) is a matter of Christian duty. It is a commandment here, and it is a command in the New Testament as well. The joy of the Lord is a duty (1) because the natural adaptation of the Gospel is to produce it; (2) because you can control your emotions; and (3) because you can wisely and rightly apprehend the prevalent cast of the Gospel as an outward system which you profess to believe and, if you do it, it will be joy, and not sorrow, which will mainly mark your Christian experience. There are two things which have a great deal more to do with the absence of gladness from the Christian life than disposition and temperament. The one is an actual deficiency in the depth and reality of our faith, and the other is a misapprehension of the position which we have a right to take and are bound to take.

III. Rejoicing in the Lord is a source of strength. All gladness, all cheerfulness, has something to do with our efficiency; for it is the prerogative of man that this force comes from his mind, not from his body. For strength there must be hope; for strength there must be joy. If the arm is to smite with vigour, it must smite at the bidding of a calm and light heart. The Christian work is of such a sort as that the most dangerous opponent to it is simple despondency and simple sorrow. "The joy of the Lord is strength."

A. Maclaren, Sermons Preached in Union Chapel, Manchester, p. 151.



Notice:—

I. The essential joyousness of God. This is seen in three illustrations—(1) in nature; (2) in the Christian revelation; (3) in the spiritual life.

II. The blessedness of apprehending the essential joyousness of God. Joy is the tonic of the mind. (1) The joy of others may be our strength. (2) The name of the Lord is, above all, the strong tower into which the righteous runneth and is safe. There is an infinite geniality in God. To contemplate the joyousness of God is to have our trust in Him made as tender as it is firm; it inspires us with the perfect love which "casteth out fear," the love which is, and ever must be, the true fortitude of the soul.

A. Mackennal, Life of Christian Consecration, p. 146 (see also Christian World Pulpit, vol. viii., p. 314).



I. There are some precepts introduced into the Bible which would seem superfluous. One of these is St. Paul's command to rejoice evermore. There is a seeming incongruity in the command to rejoice thus introduced among such profound spiritual actions as "Pray without ceasing," etc. Paul wished to counteract the tendency to a life of dreamy, speculative idleness; he sought to teach that God had not only spoken from eternity chaste cheerfulness for men's hearts, but He urged them on with a Diviner knowledge to make them glad in the possession of His secret.

II. The proper tone of the Christian mind is not sadness and severity, but brightness and cheerfulness, and this not for the Christian's pleasure only, but as his strength in the day of trial. It is the looking away from self into the mysteries of God which ministers to the "joy of the Lord." The more we grasp with our whole heart the objective truths of the Gospel, the more bright will glow our hearts, the more filled will be our souls with a Divine joy.

III. Look at this gladness, not as a mere source of pleasure, but as a source of spiritual strength. (1) There are certain temptations to which a joyous temperament is at once a bar. For example, hardness in judging others, malice, pride, can scarcely coexist with brightness and cheerfulness of heart. (2) The power of exertion revives after sorrow from the habit of looking at the brighter side. (3) Gladness in God is essentially strength against unbelief. Teach a man to find happiness in his Sundays, a gladness in the going up to the house of the Lord, knitting the pleasures of his life with the mysteries of his faith, and the wave of unbelief will only break itself upon him.

Bishop Woodford, Christian World Pulpit, vol. iv., p. 248.



The crowning revelation of Old Testament times is given to that reformer who, coming up from the land of exile to re-create and renew the people of the Lord, cheers and inspirits them with the assurance that God overflows with delight in His chosen, works out their salvation in a festal mood, and commissions them to minister to each other's necessities with ungrudging bounty and a deathless hope; for, says he, "the joy of the Lord is your strength."

I. God's joy a stronghold! Assuredly and unspeakably. (1) When once there is breathed into us, so as to fill and uplift us above the low zones of our world-life, this sense of the eternal Father delighting in the sons of men and in the mercy He gives them, forthwith the world of nature is a new creation, instinct with a new significance, and potent with an evangelical energy. (2) Nor is this less true of the bitter and painful experiences that make so large and obtrusive a portion of our earthly life; for they, too, are a part of the Divine order and plan of a loving and rejoicing Father, who finds His own joy diminished by our needless pain, and is seeking by all means to make us partakers of His holiness, so that we may be sharers of His happiness. (3) The joy of the Lord is a stronghold into which we may run and be safe from the fear of death.

II. The joy of the Lord is the source of our active, self-forgetting generosity. Whatever God is for us and to us, it is that we may be the same for and to others. The exhaustless fountain of the Divine gladness fills our cisterns till they overflow for the refreshing of a thirsty world. Joy in the Lord is strength, positive, actual power, for ministry.

J. Clifford, Daily Strength for Daily Living, p. 401.



I. The source of Christian joy is God. God is absolutely happy in Himself, and happy in relation to His creatures. (1) We can tell something of a man's character and disposition by his works. God's works are full of gladness. There is joy in the streams, the woods, the meadows, the cornfields. (2) As in nature, so in grace. The note to which all the music of the Gospel is attuned is "glad tidings of great joy." (3) God makes us joyful by removing from us the sources and elements of our misery. He bestows salvation, and gives His Spirit, and "the fruit of the Spirit is joy."

II. This joy is the secret of Christian strength. The joy of the Lord is our strength (1) for service; (2) against temptation; (3) for endurance.

III. The joy of the Lord therefore becomes a Christian law of life. To neglect our joys is to leave our work undone.

J. W. Burn, Contemporary Pulpit, vol. iv., p. 163.



References: Nehemiah 8:10.—S. Cox, Congregationalist, vol. i., p. 710; J. H. Evans, Thursday Penny Pulpit, vol. x., p. 77; Clergyman's Magazine, vol. xi., p. 83; H. Melvill, Penny Pulpit, No. 1521; Homiletic Magazine, vol. xiii., p. 146; Preacher's Monthly, vol. vi., p. 153; Spurgeon, My Sermon Notes: Genesis to Proverbs, p. 112.

09 Chapter 9 

Verse 5
Nehemiah 9:5
Notice:—

I. The tablets on which this glory is inscribed. (1) God's glory is conspicuously written on the tablet of His works: (a) in their vastness; (b) in their harmony; (c) in their perpetuity. (2) God's glory is inscribed in the Divine ways: (a) in their equity; (b) in their inscrutableness; (c) in their beneficence. (3) God's glory is written most legibly on the tablet of His word.

II. Notice the mirrors from which God's glory is reflected. When we search for mirrors to reflect God's glory, we find them here, in the testimony of devout intelligence; we find them in the past in the unbroken evidence of ages; and we find them yonder in the perfection of those spirits whom God Himself has perfected.

III. Notice the elements by which this glory is obscured. It is obscured (1) by restless, clamorous passions; (2) by the reluctant judgments of God.

IV. Notice the clemency amidst which this glory is enshrined. It is a clemency which inclines to the feeblest cry, and which inspires and accepts the feeblest song.

A. Mursell, Lights and Landmarks, p. 39.
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